
Additional Background Information on  
Capacity Building Institute 

 

Institute and Structure 

The Institute will continue to provide professional development within the Taxonomy for Transition 
Programming, a research-based framework for secondary transition interventions (Kohler, 1996). The 
Taxonomy allows state teams to consider interventions for implementation and scale-up in the areas 
of (a) student-focused planning (i.e., student involvement in educational programming, student 
engagement in school), (b) student development (e.g., academic, employment, self-determination, 
social/ behavioral, and functional skill development), (c) interagency collaboration (e.g., systems and 
collaborative activities), (d) family involvement (e.g., family engagement and empowerment), and (e) 
program structures (e.g., policies, procedures, resources regarding secondary transition curricula and 
services, including college and career ready or P-16/20 initiatives). Content will also focus on four 
capacity building strategies: (a) data-based decision making, (b) professional development, (c) policy 
analysis and change, and (d) technical assistance that may assist States as they implement and scale-
up evidence-based interventions to improve school-completion, re-entry of students who dropout, 
and other secondary transition education and services in preparation for college and career success, 
resulting in better post-school outcomes.  
 
The 2013 Institute will build on the progress teams have made through work initiated at prior 

Institutes.  It will also highlight the connections between secondary transition planning and other 

college and career ready initiatives, in which states and organizations engage and incorporate current 

strategies in college and career preparation. Included in this broad definition of secondary transition 

planning are school completion strategies, connections with stakeholders beyond education, 

engaging families and students in culturally relevant planning for desired post-school outcomes and 

a focus on transition planning as a preschool to post-school issue, or a transition-focused education 

system. 

HELPFUL RESOURCES AVAILABLE REGARDING FRAMEWORK USED 
a) A document that crosswalks the Taxonomy with the Guidepost for Success and the Standards & 

Quality Indicators frameworks for secondary transition is available at: 
http://www.nsttac.org/sites/default/files/assets/pdf/pdf/capacity_building/CrosswalkTax
onomy.pdf.   

b) The TA & D Centers also developed a document that aligns dropout prevention strategies 
within categories of the Taxonomy framework, which may assist when describing proposals 
associated with school-completion efforts available at: 
http://www.nsttac.org/sites/default/files/assets/pdf/HighlightsDropoutTaxonomy.pdf..   

c) Cross-center work (led by NPSO) to develop a cross-Indicator data use tool for program 
improvement, will also serve as a resource for State teams during planning.   

d) Finally, at http://www.sharedwork.org , are useful sets of resources that may assist 
proposers and participants in their understanding of the intersections of the content 
described above with college and career ready frameworks.   
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The Institute will provide  
(a) alternating content around common areas of need identified through analyses of state plans 

developed and updated during previous six (2007 – 2012) Institutes, SPP/APR data, and 
requests for technical assistance from NDPC-SD, NPSO Center, NSTTAC, the Regional 
Resource Center Programs, work groups hosted by the IDEA Partnership’s Community of 
Practice, feedback from OSEP’s results visits, and input from other national TA provider 
partners; 

(b) neutrally facilitated planning time for interdisciplinary State teams; and 
(c) increased opportunities for cross State sharing. 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
 
Participants are members of state teams with responsibilities for coordinated Indicator and capacity 
building work, including the following  

 SEA personnel (e.g., special education, secondary education, monitoring, dropout prevention, 
high school improvement, career/technical education) 

 Vocational Rehabilitation personnel 

 Other youth/ adult services (e.g. mental health) 

 Parents/ family members 

 Students, young adults 

 Institutes of higher education (i.e., pre-service teacher training, disability services) 

 Local district or school representatives (e.g., administrators or practitioners) 

 Employers/ business representatives 

 Related services personnel or professional development providers 
 
CO-HOSTS 

IDEA Partnership at NASDSE was funded in 2003 by the U.S. Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education Programs to provide a single unified project to bring all of the 
national organizations into collaboration with States, districts, schools, and higher education, and is 
charged to engage partner organizations representing policy makers, service providers, family and 
advocates, and local administrators in the shared implementation of IDEA.  The Community of 
Practice on Transition is one of several focused communities of practice sponsored by the IDEA 
Partnership.   
The IDEA Partnership is located within the National Association of State Directors of Special 
Education offices in Alexandria, VA (Joanne Cashman, Project Director) 
www.ideapartnership.org  
 
National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities (NDPC-SD) is a technical 
assistance and dissemination center funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education Programs from 2009 - 2013 (originally funded in 2004) to assist in 
building states’ capacity to increase school completion rates for students with disabilities through 
knowledge synthesis, technical assistance, and dissemination of interventions and practices that work 
NDPC-SD is located at Clemson University (Loujeania W. Bost, Project Director) 
www.ndpc-sd.org  
 

http://www.ideapartnership.org/
http://www.ndpc-sd.org/


National Post-School Outcomes Center (NPSO) is a technical assistance and dissemination 
center funded by a grant from the U. S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education 
Programs from 2010 – 2014 (originally funded in 2005) to help state education agencies establish practical 
and rigorous data collection systems that will measure and profile the post-school experiences of youth with disabilities. 
The results will be used for national, state, and local reporting and-most importantly-to guide and improve transition 
services to this population. 
NPSO is located at the University of Oregon (Deanne Unruh, Project Director) 
www.psocenter.org  
 
National Secondary Transition Technical Assistance Center (NSTTAC) is a technical 
assistance and dissemination center funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education Programs from 2006 – 2011 and refunded through 2014 to: (a) assist 
States with collecting data on IDEA (2004) Part B State Performance Plan Indicator 13 and using 
these data to improve transition services; (b) identifying evidence-based resources in secondary 
transition, (c) building the capacity of States to implement effective transition education and services 
that improve post-school outcomes; and (d) disseminating information to the field. 
NSTTAC is located at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte (David W. Test, Co-
Principal Investigator) and Western Michigan University (Paula Kohler, Co-Principal 
Investigator) www.nsttac.org.  
 

The Institute also receives significant support for its content and structured planning from the 

Regional Resource Center Program, the National Parent Technical Assistance Center, Regional 

Parent Technical Assistance Centers,  as well as other TA&D Partners (e.g., the National High 

School Center, PEPNet2, the National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness) and other organizations 

(e.g., National Collaborative on Workforce and Disability – Youth, the Council for State 

Administrators of Vocational Rehabilitation).  

 

http://www.psocenter.org/
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c108:h.1350.enr:
http://www.nsttac.org/

